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TWBC Homegroup notes for Acts 1:1-14 – Wait
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Description automatically generated]Church on the move: WAIT

In the coming weeks we are going to take a walk through the book of Acts and see what it has to say to us about the nature of being church amid an ever-changing cultural setting.

Context for the book of ACTS: Acts joins what Jesus began to do and teach (v1) in the Gospels, with what he continued to do and to teach through the early church, by means of his Spirit, and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to teach through us, again by means of his Holy Spirit. Acts is history – more specifically theological history – it is history with a purpose. It is the story of the early church on the move from its birth on the day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world – Rome. It is the gospel on the move from a Jewish audience to the rest of the world.

The journey from Jerusalem to Rome is narrated in six parts - and each part is separated by a little summary statement. (Acts 6:7, 9:31,12:24, 16:5,19:20, 28:31). An example of this is in Acts 6:7: “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”. 

It all starts in Jerusalem and the first 5 chapters of the book up until Acts 6:7, tell the story of the spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians. However, Jesus says to the disciples; ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’  Acts 1:8. The other five parts of Acts tell the story of the Gospel as it spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

As history, the stories in Acts were meticulously researched by the author Luke (see Luke 1:1) and serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the Spirit of God, highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern the mind of Jesus and the direction that God wants them to take as a community of disciples in an ever changing cultural setting.

Also, Acts serves as the link between the gospels and the pastoral letters. The majority of the letters that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the history recorded in the book of Acts. Acts specifically introduces us to Paul who is the author of many of the letters. Without Acts we would be left questioning who he is and why we should take his letters seriously.

Check in

· Ask everyone to come up with three words to describe the sort of day that they have had, and also what they may need to put to one side in their minds so that they can focus on being ‘present’ in this small group today

Pray together as appropriate and invite the Holy Spirit to lead the direction of the small group discussion and to reveal things to you.
  
Recap on the background to the book of Acts as necessary.

· Has anyone had any lightbulb moments on what we read and talked about the last time we met and looked at Acts together?
Read Acts 1:1-14 aloud together twice

· What jumps out at you from this passage?
· What do you feel as you read this passage?
· What stirs you, confuses you, intrigues you, inspires you or just doesn’t make sense?
· For those who have listened to the sermon on Sunday based on this passage, what key thought or idea jumped out at you?


	
Specific questions relating to the sermon on Sunday

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised” 

Jesus says to them wait.

To what extent do you agree with the statement that “Waiting is a crucial part of the discipleship journey”?

How easy do you find it to wait?
What are the benefits of waiting?

Waiting can potentially reveal things:

•	what we want
•	how serious we are about what we want
•	how patient we are
•	how obedient we are
•	our priorities
•	what we do and where we go when we are not in control
•	whether we are prone to manipulate and engineer things to get what we want 
•	who is in charge

Discuss: Being made to wait challenges the fundamental human desire to be in control – to be in charge

Waiting can potentially help by:

•	reining in impulsive actions and ideas 
•	clarifying thoughts, ideas and desires
•	purging selfish plans 
•	purifying motives, hopes and aspirations
•	separating out the impulsive or selfish urge, from the common sense urge
            or even the God given urge.

Is being impulsive something you have to contend with?
What is the most impulsive thing that you have ever done, either that you have regretted or that was the right thing to do?
Have you ever waited for something specific, and the process of waiting affirmed what you wanted or showed you that it wasn’t really that important?
Have you ever waited patiently for something and then actually been disappointed when it arrived?

Have you ever felt the Lord say wait to you? Was waiting proved the right thing to do? Are you happy to share your story?


	
Discuss the five things it was suggested we do whilst we wait:

We wait obediently – we don’t take short cuts - we don’t seek to manipulate or engineer
We wait with others – we don’t give up meeting together – we don’t go elsewhere
We wait prayerfully - we draw close to God, we draw closer to God 
We learn to stay puzzled – God is in control, not us
We wait creatively – we use our time wisely
 

	
Pausing to acknowledge the presence of God in the midst of the day - what do you think about Guy Brinkworth’s “method of the Godly pause”?

What do you do in those small moments every day when you are waiting?
How easy is it to turn the moments of waiting in an average day into Godly pauses?
How easy is it to treat these moments as irritations as opposed to gifts?


	
Max Lucado suggest that all sin can be considered a short cut and he asks the question:
‘isn’t sin, at its root, the unwillingness to wait? To trust? To follow God’s plan?’

What do you think of this explanation for sin?
With regards to being made to wait for what ever reason, are you ever tempted to take short cuts?


	
Peter Scazzero - author of the Emotionally Healthy Christian suggests that Christians need to learn to spend more of their time simply puzzled – rather than scrabbling around trying to make sense of everything, jumping to conclusions or trying to manipulate situations.

We need to stay puzzled. We need to hold things lightly:

because we don’t have all the details
because we are finite beings and we are limited in our understanding
because we are not God
because we are not in control

How easy do you find it to stay puzzled? 


	
John Eldredge suggests that ‘Your soul needs to learn to linger again’

What does this phrase mean to you, or what images ideas does it conjure up in your mind? 
Can you relate to what he is saying?
To what extent can waiting teach us to learn to linger again?






Check out

· What key thought, idea or action are you going to take away with you from this small group? 
· Is there anything you feel the Lord is saying to us as a small group? 
· Is there anything that you feel the Lord is saying to us as a church family?

Take time out to pray for one another as necessary – particularly anyone facing storms or new situations for themselves at this time.


image1.png





Page  1   of  2   TWBC Homegroup notes for  Acts 1:1 - 14   –   W ait     Church o n   the move:   WAIT     In the coming weeks we are going to take a walk through the book of  Acts  and see what it has to say to us about the nature of  b e ing church   amid   an  ever - changing   cultural  setting.     Context   for the book of  ACTS :   Acts joins what Jesus began to do and  teach   (v1)   in the Gospels, with what he continued to do and  to  teach  through  the  early church ,   by means of his Spirit ,   and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to  teach  t hrough us, again by means of his Holy Spirit.   Acts is history  –   more specifically theological  history  –   it is history with a purpose.  I t is  the story of the early church on the move from its birth on  the day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world  –   Rome. It is the gospel on the  move from  a Jewish audience to the rest of the world .     The journey from  Jerusalem to Rome  is narrated in six parts  -   and each part is separated by a little  summary statement .   ( Acts  6:7,  9 : 31 ,12:24 ,   16:5,19:20 , 28:31) .  An example of this is in Acts 6:7 :   “So  the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large  n umber of priests became obedient to the faith” .      It all starts in Jerusalem   and t he first 5 chapters of the book  up until  Acts  6:7 ,   tell the story of the  spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians.   Howe v er,  Jesus  says to the disciples ;   ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but in all Judea and Samaria,  and to the ends of the earth ’     Acts 1 : 8 .   The other five parts of Acts tell the story of the Gospel as it  spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the  earth.     A s   history,  the stories i n Acts were  meticulously   res earched  by  th e   author Luke ( see Luke 1:1 )  and  serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the Spirit of God ,   highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern the mind of Jesus and  the direction that God wants them to take as a community of disciples in an ever changing cultural  setting.     Al s o ,  Acts  serves as  the link between  the   g o s pels   and  the   pastoral  letters .   The majority of the letters  that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the history recorded in the  book of  A cts . Acts specifically  introduces   us to Paul who  i s   the   author of  many of  th e   letters. Without  Acts we  would   be left  questioning   who h e is and why we  should   take   his letters seriously.     Check in        Ask everyone to come up with three words to describe the  sort of  day  that  they have had ,   and also  what they  may  need to put to one side in their minds so  that  they can focus on  being  ‘ present ’   in this small group today     Pray  together  as appropriate  and   invite  the Holy Spirit to  lead the direction of the small group  disc u ssion and  to  reveal things to you .         Recap on the background to the book of  Acts  as necessary.        Has anyone had any lightbulb moments on what we read and talked about the last time we  met and looked at  Acts together ?  

