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TWBC Homegroup notes for Acts 2:41-47 – Miracles are easy
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Description automatically generated]Church on the move: MIRACLES ARE EASY

We are taking a walk through the book of Acts and seeing what it has to say to us about the nature of being church in an ever-changing cultural setting.


Context for the book of ACTS: Acts joins what Jesus began to do and teach (v1) in the Gospels, with what he continued to do and to teach through the early church, by means of his Spirit, and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to teach through us, again by means of his Holy Spirit. Acts is history – more specifically theological history – it is history with a purpose. It is the story of the early church on the move from its birth on the day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world – Rome. It is the gospel on the move from a Jewish audience to the rest of the world.

The journey from Jerusalem to Rome is narrated in six parts - and each part is separated by a little summary statement. (Acts 6:7, 9:31,12:24, 16:5,19:20, 28:31). An example of this is in Acts 6:7: “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”. 

It all starts in Jerusalem and the first 5 chapters of the book up until Acts 6:7, tell the story of the spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians. However, Jesus says to the disciples; ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’  Acts 1:8. The other five parts of Acts tell the story of the Gospel as it spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

As history, the stories in Acts were meticulously researched by the author Luke (see Luke 1:1) and serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the Spirit of God, highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern the mind of Jesus and the direction that God wants them to take as a community of disciples in an ever changing cultural setting.

Also, Acts serves as the link between the gospels and the pastoral letters. The majority of the letters that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the history recorded in the book of Acts. Acts specifically introduces us to Paul who is the author of many of the letters. Without Acts we would be left questioning who he is and why we should take his letters seriously.



Check in

· Ask everyone to come up with three words to describe the sort of day that they have had, and also what they may need to put to one side in their minds so that they can focus on being ‘present’ in this small group today

Pray together as appropriate and invite the Holy Spirit to lead the direction of the small group discussion and to reveal things to you.
  
Recap on the background to the book of Acts as necessary.

· Has anyone had any lightbulb moments on what we read and talked about the last time we met and looked at Acts together?
· 
Read Acts 2:41-47 aloud together twice

· What jumps out at you from this passage?
· What do you feel as you read this passage?
· What stirs you, confuses you, intrigues you, inspires you or just doesn’t make sense?
· For those who have listened to the sermon on Sunday based on this passage, what key thought or idea jumped out at you?

Sermon summary – This church community is made up of 3000 people working hard to overcome their natural differences because of one unifying reality - they are brothers and sisters in Christ, they are united under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Jesus is their Lord, their identity as Children of God trumps everything else and they persist obstinately to be in community together.

Follow up questions:

	Acts 2 verse 42-47 paints a glorious picture of Christian community: ‘They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer’

This Christian community: 

Took seriously the need to learn about Jesus from those who already knew him
Took seriously their responsibility to care for one another
Took seriously the privilege of breaking bread with one another
Took seriously the need to worship together as a gathered community of disciples of Jesus Christ

How easy is to replicate this idea of community in 21st Century Tunbridge Wells?

They expressed It is a commitment to learn, care, share, and worship and pray together. If these four aspects of community life were considered spiritual conditions for growth,  how well are we engaging in them?

	‘They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer’

The sense of the word devotion here can be interpreted as ‘persisting obstinately’ in something. The reality is that you only persist in something obstinately when something is a challenge. You only dig deep when something is hardwork

In what aspects of the Christian faith, or the Christian way of life have you had to dig deep – to persist obstinately?


	‘This community developed an attitude toward each other that enabled them to truly enjoy each other’ - Ajith Fernando

How can we develop an attitude towards one another that would enable us to truly enjoy each other? How can we as a church improve our sense of community?

People from different generational, economic, social, cultural and ethnic backgrounds
looking out for one another, looking after one another, sharing resources with each other”

Is this really possible?
How do we make it happen?


	They devoted themselves to the breaking of bread with each other – different languages, different cultures, different families of origin, different customs yet all eating together.

How do we grow as an integrated church?

Discuss the four practices mentioned in the sermon:

The practice of curiosity
What stops us from being curious?

The practice of saying sorry
What stops us from saying sorry?

The practice of forgiveness
What stops us from forgiving?

The practice of grace 
What stops us form treating people in the same gracious way that God has treated us?


	To be an integrated church we need to embrace inconvenience

Read Philippians 2 v1-11 together

What aspects of community life do you find inconvenient?
What would an integrated church look like?
What would a truly multigenerational, multicultural and multiethnic church look like?


	‘Everyday they continued to meet together in the temple courts
They broke bread in their homes
They enjoyed that favour of all the people’

In the temple, in their homes and out about among the people

How can we as a church increase our presence in the community?
How well do you know your neighbours?
Who could you offer hospitality to?
Who can you break bread with that is different to you?
Who could you talk to and find out their story?




Check out

· What key thought, idea or action are you going to take away with you from this small group? 
· Is there anything you feel the Lord is saying to us as a small group? 
· Is there anything that you feel the Lord is saying to us as a church family?

Take time out to pray for one another as necessary 
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