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TWBC Homegroup notes for Acts 1:6-8 & Acts 6:7 - And Beyond 
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Description automatically generated]Church on the move: AND BEYOND

We are taking a walk through the book of Acts and seeing what it has to say to us about the nature of being church in an ever-changing cultural setting.


Context for the book of ACTS: Acts joins what Jesus began to do and teach (v1) in the Gospels, with what he continued to do and to teach through the early church, by means of his Spirit, and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to teach through us, again by means of his Holy Spirit. Acts is history – more specifically theological history – it is history with a purpose. It is the story of the early church on the move from its birth on the day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world – Rome. It is the gospel on the move from a Jewish audience to the rest of the world.

The journey from Jerusalem to Rome is narrated in six parts - and each part is separated by a little summary statement. (Acts 6:7, 9:31,12:24, 16:5,19:20, 28:31). An example of this is in Acts 6:7: “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”. 

It all starts in Jerusalem and the first 5 chapters of the book up until Acts 6:7, tell the story of the spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians. However, Jesus says to the disciples; ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’  Acts 1:8. The other five parts of Acts tell the story of the Gospel as it spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

As history, the stories in Acts were meticulously researched by the author Luke (see Luke 1:1) and serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the Spirit of God, highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern the mind of Jesus and the direction that God wants them to take as a community of disciples in an ever changing cultural setting.

Also, Acts serves as the link between the gospels and the pastoral letters. The majority of the letters that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the history recorded in the book of Acts. Acts specifically introduces us to Paul who is the author of many of the letters. Without Acts we would be left questioning who he is and why we should take his letters seriously.



Check in

· Ask everyone to come up with three words to describe the sort of day that they have had, and also what they may need to put to one side in their minds so that they can focus on being ‘present’ in this small group today

Pray together as appropriate and invite the Holy Spirit to lead the direction of the small group discussion and to reveal things to you.
  
Recap on the background to the book of Acts as necessary.

· Has anyone had any lightbulb moments on what we read and talked about the last time we met and looked at Acts together?
· 
Read Acts 1:6-8 + Acts 6:7 aloud together twice

· What jumps out at you from this passage?
· What do you feel as you read this passage?
· What stirs you, confuses you, intrigues you, inspires you or just doesn’t make sense?
· For those who have listened to the sermon on Sunday based on this passage, what key thought or idea jumped out at you?

	‘The disciples were not willing to risk or to explore a world that has something besides themselves at the centre’  

The Kingdom Jesus is talking about is going to spread in a series of ever widening circles
way beyond their beloved Jerusalem. It was going to spread out to Judea, to Samaria
and to the rest of the world. And in a literal application for ourselves we could apply Jesus’ words in a physical sense – in terms of distance. It is a commission to share the Gospel with our town and then progress outwards from Tunbridge Wells to Kent, England and then the rest of the world.

· The Jewish city of Jerusalem – the devout Jews
And the familiar region of Judea that surrounds Jerusalem – more devout Jews
Those that are near us and are like us

· The culturally different region of Samaria – the hated mixed race of the Samaritans
Those that we don’t know and who are not like us and possibly those that we don’t like 

· The unfamiliar and unknown ends of the earth – the heathen Gentiles
Those that we definitely don’t know and those who are definitely not like us

What do you think about this idea of three ever widening circles of people?

We begin with our immediate sphere of influence, which are our family and close friends.
Then we have acquaintances outside of our immediate comfort zone.
And finally, those who are culturally and/or socially different than us.

What are your spheres of influence?
Who is in your sphere of influence?
How can you engage in some way with those that definitely not like you?
(ie support Mission organisations in prayer & financially)
Was there anything in Robin & Lorna’s presentation that inspired you or challenged you?

When we understand the first-century Jewish/Samaritan relationship, we potentially see something different in Jesus’ prophesy and how it might have been received by his followers. ‘The Samaritans were the enemies of the Jews and Jesus is continuing to emphasize that His Gospel is for all people. In this rethinking of Jesus’ phrase, people are the point, not the geographic locations’ Gary Myers 

Everyone everywhere without exception - This Good news is not just for the people they know and the people they are like but it is also for people they don’t know and the people they are not like, and it is for people that they don’t like and quite possibly people that don’t like them
 
The disciples ‘preoccupation with themselves prevents them from being open to a mission larger than their own definition of possibilities’ Reggie McNeal Discuss this quote

The mistake the disciples made was having too small a vision

Can you think of an occasion when you have had too small a vision, or an occasion when you realised that you were limiting God in some way?

Jesus is not just the Jewish messiah he is the saviour of the world
This is not just about you and your salvation this is about salvation for the whole world
This gospel is big enough for everyone everywhere 

How did these disciples get from being self-absorbed to living out the reality of a vision that was way beyond them?
How do we get from being self-absorbed to adopting a vision of something that is clearly beyond us? to do something that is clearly beyond us? 

We are called to live and to love beyond the place of convenience 
What would this look like for you?
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and to love when and where it is inconvenient 
What does this look like for you?

Jesus tells us in verse 8 how the crucial change in outlook takes place, how the change in perspective is enabled
 
He tells the disciples, the change in perspective you need will happen when the Holy Spirit comes on you. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives that enables us to lift our eyes from ourselves, the here and the now and enables us to see here, there and everywhere beyond.
It is the presence of the Holy Spirit that empowers us to live and to love beyond ourselves
It is the presence of The Holy Spirit that enables us to live and to love beyond the place of convenience. But and this is absolutely crucial, Jesus tells them that they are going to be equipped and empowered by the Holy Spirit for the journey - there will be strength enough for the journey  

What particular journey are you on at the moment that you might need strengthening?

They will be sustained by the Holy Spirit to go beyond themselves to go further than they have been before - To go beyond

Is there anything that is taking you out of your comfort zone at this time?

Sharing your God story - sharing your faith with someone on your frontline
Taking on a new role at work, at church
Meeting new people
Going new places
Ill health 
An enforced change of circumstance that you weren’t looking for or were anticipating
A change of perspective that is causing us to feel uncomfortable – a challenge to the way you have historically approached life

Jesus calls us to live and to love beyond ourselves - sometimes that they mean physically going to new places, or doing new things, or maybe simply doing old things in new ways

What is the Lord saying?
What is it God is asking you to do at this time that is beyond you?
What is it that you are facing that is beyond you?




Check out

· What key thought, idea or action are you going to take away with you from this small group? 
· Is there anything you feel the Lord is saying to us as a small group? 
· Is there anything that you feel the Lord is saying to us as a church family?

Take time out to pray for one another as necessary 
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