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TWBC Homegroup notes for Acts 4:1-22 – Clash of Authority
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Description automatically generated]Church on the move: CLASH OF AUTHORITY

We are taking a walk through the book of Acts and seeing what it has to say to us about the nature of being church in an ever-changing cultural setting.


Context for the book of ACTS: Acts joins what Jesus began to do and teach (v1) in the Gospels, with what he continued to do and to teach through the early church, by means of his Spirit, and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to teach through us, again by means of his Holy Spirit. Acts is history – more specifically theological history – it is history with a purpose. It is the story of the early church on the move from its birth on the day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world – Rome. It is the gospel on the move from a Jewish audience to the rest of the world.

The journey from Jerusalem to Rome is narrated in six parts - and each part is separated by a little summary statement. (Acts 6:7, 9:31,12:24, 16:5,19:20, 28:31). An example of this is in Acts 6:7: “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”. 

It all starts in Jerusalem and the first 5 chapters of the book up until Acts 6:7, tell the story of the spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians. However, Jesus says to the disciples; ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’  Acts 1:8. The other five parts of Acts tell the story of the Gospel as it spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

As history, the stories in Acts were meticulously researched by the author Luke (see Luke 1:1) and serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the Spirit of God, highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern the mind of Jesus and the direction that God wants them to take as a community of disciples in an ever changing cultural setting.

Also, Acts serves as the link between the gospels and the pastoral letters. The majority of the letters that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the history recorded in the book of Acts. Acts specifically introduces us to Paul who is the author of many of the letters. Without Acts we would be left questioning who he is and why we should take his letters seriously.



Check in

· Ask everyone to come up with three words to describe the sort of day that they have had, and also what they may need to put to one side in their minds so that they can focus on being ‘present’ in this small group today

Pray together as appropriate and invite the Holy Spirit to lead the direction of the small group discussion and to reveal things to you.
  
Recap on the background to the book of Acts as necessary.

· Has anyone had any lightbulb moments on what we read and talked about the last time we met and looked at Acts together?
· 
Read Acts 4:1-22 aloud together twice

· What jumps out at you from this passage?
· What do you feel as you read this passage?
· What stirs you, confuses you, intrigues you, inspires you or just doesn’t make sense?
· For those who have listened to the sermon on Sunday based on this passage, what key thought or idea jumped out at you?

Sermon summary - Two uneducated men are able to stand and speak with authority in a tough situation because of two things;

Their submission to Christ and
The Holy Spirit at work sustaining them when they step out of their comfort zone.

Follow up questions:

	Is it really possible to grow in spiritual maturity if I want to retain control. More than this, Is growth in the Christian life directly proportional to the level to which I am are prepared to let go? Discuss

Does anyone have any stories from their own spiritual journey or experience of occasions when they have ceded control/ retained control?


	How easy it is to keep a sense of excitement and curiosity when you are feeling anxious about something?

How do you stop yourself falling into fear and self-interest when you feel you are losing control in a situation? 


	Peter’s ability to find the right words at such a stressful time was evidence of the reality of the Holy Spirit in his life and it fulfilled Jesus promise in Luke 21:15 that the Holy Spirit will be with his disciples when they faced such situations and will give them the right words to speak

Read and discuss Luke 21:15 – how could this apply to your context?


	I wonder if the filling of the Spirit comes in response to stepping out of a comfort zone, stepping into a real moment of need that is beyond us?.

Missional pioneer Damian Gerke suggests that ‘We learn of God's faithfulness by actively stepping into the unknown and trusting him even though the way forward is not clear. We can only truly understand what it means to be encouraged or comforted by the Holy Spirit when we are in difficult situations. These things can't be known only at an intellectual level’

‘The spirit of God was not given for exciting church services but to empower scattered servants’ Alex Scott

The gift of the Holy Spirit is not so that we feel good in here, it is so that we are equipped out there - we have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit in order to benefit Tunbridge Wells. Discuss


	Honest personal reflection and appraisal:

In my walk with Jesus am I attempting to retain control? Is it always on my terms? am I playing it safe? am I submitted to the will of God as revealed in scripture by the Holy Spirt? or am I trying to safeguard my interests and my agenda?


	If we start doing things and making a difference, if this crash with community is inevitable 
how do we prepare ourselves? 

Practice telling your story. 6 questions you can use to help with this: 

When? - When did you come to faith in Jesus?
Why? - Why did you say yes to Jesus?
What? - What has it meant for your life?
Who? - Who was involved with your faith journey?
How? - How did it happen?
Where? - Where did you come to faith in Jesus? 

How helpful do you find these questions?

Practice as a group sharing your stories using these 6 questions as a guide.










Check out

· What key thought, idea or action are you going to take away with you from this small group? 
· Is there anything you feel the Lord is saying to us as a small group? 
· Is there anything that you feel the Lord is saying to us as a church family?

Take time out to pray for one another as necessary 
image1.png





Page  1   of  2   TWBC Homegroup notes for  Acts  4 : 1 - 2 2   –   Clash of Authority     Church on the move:   C LASH  OF   AUTHORITY     We   are taking   a walk  through the book of  Acts  and see ing   what it has  to say to us about the nature of  being church  in  an  ever - changing   cultural setting.       Context   for the book of  ACTS :   Acts joins what  Jesus began to do and teach   (v1)   in the  Gospels, with what he continued to do and  to  teach  through the  early church ,   by means of  his Spirit ,   and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to teach  t hrough us, again  by means of his Holy Spirit.   Acts is history  –   more specifically theological history  –   it is  history with a purpose. It is the story of the early church on the move from its birth on the  day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world  –   Rome. It is the gospel  on t he move from a Jewish audience to the rest of the world.     The journey from Jerusalem to Rome is narrated in six parts  -   and each part is separated  by a little summary statement .   ( Acts 6:7, 9:31,12:24 , 16:5,19:20, 28:31).  An example of this  is in Acts 6:7 :   “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased  rapidly, and a large  n umber of priests became obedient to the  faith” .      It all starts in Jerusalem and t he first 5 chapters of the book  up until Acts 6:7 ,   tell the story of  the spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians.   However,  Jesus says to the disciples ;  ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but  in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth ’    Acts 1 : 8 .  The other five parts of Acts  tell the story of the Gospel as it spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to  Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.     As history, the stories in Acts were meticulously researched by the author Luke ( see Luke  1:1 ) and  serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the  Spirit of God ,   highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern  the mind of Jesus and the direction that God wants them to take as a community of  disciples in an ever changing cultural setting.     Als o ,  Acts serves as the link between the gospels and the pastoral letters. The majority of  the letters that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the  history recorded in the book of Acts. Acts specifically introduces us to Paul w ho is the  author of many of the letters. Without Acts we would be left questioning who he is and why  we should take his letters seriously.        

