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TWBC Homegroup notes for Acts 8 – The Pull of Power
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Description automatically generated]Church on the move: The Pull of Power

We are taking a walk through the book of Acts and seeing what it has to say to us about the nature of being church in an ever-changing cultural setting.


Context for the book of ACTS: Acts joins what Jesus began to do and teach (v1) in the Gospels, with what he continued to do and to teach through the early church, by means of his Spirit, and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to teach through us, again by means of his Holy Spirit. Acts is history – more specifically theological history – it is history with a purpose. It is the story of the early church on the move from its birth on the day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world – Rome. It is the gospel on the move from a Jewish audience to the rest of the world.

The journey from Jerusalem to Rome is narrated in six parts - and each part is separated by a little summary statement. (Acts 6:7, 9:31,12:24, 16:5,19:20, 28:31). An example of this is in Acts 6:7: “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”. 

It all starts in Jerusalem and the first 5 chapters of the book up until Acts 6:7, tell the story of the spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians. However, Jesus says to the disciples; ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’  Acts 1:8. The other five parts of Acts tell the story of the Gospel as it spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

As history, the stories in Acts were meticulously researched by the author Luke (see Luke 1:1) and serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the Spirit of God, highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern the mind of Jesus and the direction that God wants them to take as a community of disciples in an ever changing cultural setting.

Also, Acts serves as the link between the gospels and the pastoral letters. The majority of the letters that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the history recorded in the book of Acts. Acts specifically introduces us to Paul who is the author of many of the letters. Without Acts we would be left questioning who he is and why we should take his letters seriously.

Check in

· Ask everyone to come up with three words to describe the sort of day that they have had, and also what they may need to put to one side in their minds so that they can focus on being ‘present’ in this small group today

Pray together as appropriate and invite the Holy Spirit to lead the direction of the small group discussion and to reveal things to you.
  
Recap on the background to the book of Acts as necessary.

· Has anyone had any lightbulb moments on what we read and talked about the last time we met and looked at Acts together?
· For those who have listened to the sermon on Sunday based on Acts 5, what key thought or idea jumped out at you?

	Read and discuss v 5-8: Emboldened 

How do you react when you read about Philip heading down to Samaria (a challenging place!) and being emboldened to speak the name of Jesus to those he met? 
How easy do you find it to share Jesus in this way (with those you meet?)  
What might hold us back – if anything? 
What can we do to change this? 


	Read and discuss v 9-13 – the shift in popularity 

What do you make of Simon’s response to Philip and the Spirit’s work that accompanies his words? 
Do you think his conversion experience and baptism were genuine? Can you give reasons for both sides – genuine conversion or not genuine. 
Why did Simon follow Philip everywhere? 


	Read and discuss v 14-25 – the pull of power

Simon felt the pull of power and wanted the Spirit’s power to use for his own benefit – to promote himself. What was Peter’s reaction to Simon’s request and what was Simon’s response? 
How would you have responded if you were Simon? 
What might we do to promote ourselves, (subconsciously or consciously?) or what might we do to make us look good? 
Can you give any examples of how we might earn God’s favour with our time or our finances? Or anything else? (Even if it’s in good intentions). 




Check out
· What key thought, idea or action are you going to take away with you from this small group? 
· Is there anything you feel the Lord is saying to us as a small group? 
· Is there anything that you feel the Lord is saying to us as a church family?

Take time out to pray for one another as necessary.
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