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TWBC Homegroup notes for Acts 1:15-26 – Surrender
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Description automatically generated]Church on the move: SURRENDER

We are taking a walk through the book of Acts and seeing what it has to say to us about the nature of being church in an ever-changing cultural setting.


Context for the book of ACTS: Acts joins what Jesus began to do and teach (v1) in the Gospels, with what he continued to do and to teach through the early church, by means of his Spirit, and crucially, with what he wants to continue to do and to teach through us, again by means of his Holy Spirit. Acts is history – more specifically theological history – it is history with a purpose. It is the story of the early church on the move from its birth on the day of Pentecost to its arrival at the epicentre of the known world – Rome. It is the gospel on the move from a Jewish audience to the rest of the world.

The journey from Jerusalem to Rome is narrated in six parts - and each part is separated by a little summary statement. (Acts 6:7, 9:31,12:24, 16:5,19:20, 28:31). An example of this is in Acts 6:7: “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”. 

It all starts in Jerusalem and the first 5 chapters of the book up until Acts 6:7, tell the story of the spread of the good news about Jesus around Jerusalem by the first Christians. However, Jesus says to the disciples; ‘you will be my witnesses (not just) in Jerusalem, but in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’  Acts 1:8. The other five parts of Acts tell the story of the Gospel as it spreads out in ever widening circles from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

As history, the stories in Acts were meticulously researched by the author Luke (see Luke 1:1) and serves as a 30 year record of the interaction between the people of God and the Spirit of God, highlighting the early church’s dependence on the Spirit of Jesus to discern the mind of Jesus and the direction that God wants them to take as a community of disciples in an ever changing cultural setting.

Also, Acts serves as the link between the gospels and the pastoral letters. The majority of the letters that are written, are written to people and places that you come across in the history recorded in the book of Acts. Acts specifically introduces us to Paul who is the author of many of the letters. Without Acts we would be left questioning who he is and why we should take his letters seriously.



Check in

· Ask everyone to come up with three words to describe the sort of day that they have had, and also what they may need to put to one side in their minds so that they can focus on being ‘present’ in this small group today

Pray together as appropriate and invite the Holy Spirit to lead the direction of the small group discussion and to reveal things to you.
  
Recap on the background to the book of Acts as necessary.

· Has anyone had any lightbulb moments on what we read and talked about the last time we met and looked at Acts together?
· 
Read Acts 1:15-26 aloud together twice

· What jumps out at you from this passage?
· What do you feel as you read this passage?
· What stirs you, confuses you, intrigues you, inspires you or just doesn’t make sense?
· For those who have listened to the sermon on Sunday based on this passage, what key thought or idea jumped out at you?

	Acts 1:15 to 26 is the first business meeting of the new community. It includes the first speech by a member of this new community. It tells the story of the first problem that they needed to solve. It includes the first decision that needs to be made more than that, this is the first decision that needs to be made without Jesus in the room. It tells us how they discerned the voice of God in the midst of their new evolving situation. It shows us what they did to navigate their way through this first challenge

· When was the last time you did something for the first time?


	So what did they do to resolve the problem and make a decision?

· Peter did some theological reflection
· Peter draws up some criteria
· Peter hands it over to the community
· They they nominated
· Then they prayed
· Then they cast lots

· Reflect on these five things that they did to resolve the problem and decide whtto do next. How helpful are they to apply to your own journey in seeking guidance from the Lord?

‘They did what they did in the light of the scriptures and in the context of prayer’
NT Wright
Nicky Gumbel on the alpha curse summarises the criteria for recognising God’s voice and testing his guidance with 5 Cs:

· Commanding Scripture
· Counsel of Saints
· Common Sense
· Compelling Spirit
· Coincidental Signs.

· Have you had an experience of guidance that has involved some or all of these?
· Are all five necessary?
· Is one of them enough?
· What things do you need to seek guidance over in life?
· Are there things you don’t need specific guidance about?


	You can have an academic knowledge about Jesus but you don’t know Jesus.

‘The basic mistake in Christianity is to regard Jesus as someone who lived and died and whose life we study and whose story we read. Jesus is not a figure in a book he is a living presence; and the Christian is someone whose whole life is a witness to the fact that they know and have met the risen Lord’ William Barclay

· How well do you know the Lord?


	You cant hear from God if you are trying to be God

Discuss this statement 

· How easy do you find it to surrender to the will of God?
· What arears of your life do you find it easier/harder to trust God with? 

Surrender – stepping out of the way to give God space to move and act 

· How easy do you find it to step out of the way?


	The author of the book of James, talking to the early church working out what it looks like to be a Christian in an ever-changing culture suggests in Ch 3:17:

‘the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere’

Or another way to think about this is to ask yourself

Does it sound like the voice of the good shepherd?

· Is your inner critic as tender as the voice of the Good Shepherd?
· Are you as kind to yourself as you are to others?
· How often do you take a sense check on what you are thinking, doing and saying?
· How often do you pause to reflect on what you are thinking, doing and saying?
· Who would you take a sense check with?


	‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.’ v24

In their prayer in v24 they acknowledge the omniscience of God, the possibility of deception in human hearts and then they proclaim their trust in God to choose the right person. They understood that only the Lord knows the heart, and the fact that we cannot read people’s hearts or people’s minds or discern people’s true motives. We know only our own hearts. Or at least we need to get to know our own hearts. They understood and recognise that God is the arbiter of our hearts.

We have responsibility for what goes on in our own hearts but we have no control or understanding of what goes on in someone else’s heart. Other people’s hearts is unknown territory to us but not to God.

‘What is going inside someone else’s head and heart is none of your business. More than this what someone else thinks about you is none of your business’ Steve Cuss*

Discuss.

· How easy is it to worry about what other people are thinking?
· Whose voice should we be attentive to, whose opinion should we listen to above all others? This question is not rocket science, and we all know the answer but how easy is it to keep the voice of the Good Shepherd as the primary voice we listen to in our lives?
· In what practical ways can we keep the voice of the Good Shpehred in our head, hearts and ears?
· What part can taking a sense check with a spiritual friend help with this?

*If anyone is interested in pursuing this idea – read his book “The Expectation Gap” or listen to his podcast “Bing Human”.


	What do you think of Roger Standing’s idea that we need to hold on to things lightly when it comes to hearing from the Lord, because:

· Our knowledge or understanding is limited
· We are fallible in our interpretation of what we hear, and what to do with what we hear
· The deceitful fallenness of our hearts

· If Roger is correct, how can we ensure that you don’t mishear from God? Or at least, reduce the chances that we might mishear form God?
· Have you ever misheard from God?
· Did you mishear or did you hear what you wanted to hear?






Check out

· What key thought, idea or action are you going to take away with you from this small group? 
· Is there anything you feel the Lord is saying to us as a small group? 
· Is there anything that you feel the Lord is saying to us as a church family?

Take time out to pray for one another as necessary – particularly anyone facing storms or new situations for themselves at this time.

Use the following prayer together as necessary:

Prayer of Abandonment – Charles de Foucauld

Father,
I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, I thank you.
I am ready for all, I accept all.
Let only your will be done in me, and in all your creatures.
I wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands I commend my soul; I offer it to you
with all the love of my heart,
for I love you, Lord,
and so need to give myself,
to surrender myself into your hands,
without reserve,
and with boundless confidence,
for you are my Father.
Amen
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